TEENTA

3 Naga Folktales adapted into Comics
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‘TEENTA’ means ‘three’in Nagamese language. All the
three stories in this book are adapted from the book
Fables from The Misty Mountains: Folklore of The Nagas
published by Department of Art and Culture, Govern-
ment of Nagaland. Folktales are hidden treasure of our
culture and transforming the folktales in comics format
was an attempt to unearth the hidden treasure and
make it more interesting. The comics presented hereby
are work of hard labor, brainstorming and numerous
pencil strokes, which are completed over a period of 3
Days, as part of Comics-Comics! A Comics Making Work-
shop conducted by Subir Dey. The main objective of the
workshop was to understand the persistence, patience
and commitment required for making comics. The art
styles are raw and bears certain honesty towards the
stories which is rarely seen in today’s polished and flam-
boyant world of superheroes. The essence of the stories
lies in their grounded nature. They tell the stories of
spirits, tigers, stepmothers, jealousy, foolishness and so
many other emotions and expressions that are part of
‘modern life’ too. The representation of characters and
environment in this book is completely imagined by the
artists and may or may not bear resemblance to the
Naga culture. This is due to the simple reason that
giving out the message of the Naga folktales was given
more priority than the exact representation of Naga cul-
ture (which would not have been possible in 3 days!).
So, enjoy some of the gems from Naga folktales.

Happy Reading!

This book should not be sold and must be
given/shared/borrowed!

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.



STORIES

THE STEPMOTHER 1
TAJANYA MOHAN & ANLIPAM SAl

SPIRIT, TIGER ANDP MAN &
MOHAMMED SAIF & ARPIT VERMA

TWO BROTHERS 9
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THE STEPMOTHER

INA VILAGE, THERE LIVED A MAN|  — —Z£~

WITH TWO WIVES. Y
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IT WAS A HAPPY '/glME...l
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AND OBEYED HIS FATHER.
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THE BOY GREW TO BE A GOOD MAN #

3] [BUT THE BOY'S MOTHER D/ED AND HE WAS LEFT]

WITH HIS FATHER AND STEPMOTHER...

I'LL FIMSH
THIS AND

HE WORKED HARD IN THE
FIELDS AND ATE THE FOOD
SENT BY HIS FATHER.
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L’ 0L SEND F BUT SHE HAD OTHER PLANS AND ATE THE FOOD.

OULD SEND FOOD oal T HAS BEEN 50 ANy
FOR HIS SON ASKYS SINCE He LEFT
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HERE YouR
LUNCH.
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WHAT AN

OBEDIENT FOOL
HE IS! T L/IKE HIM
A LOT.
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MY SON HA

CHANGED SO

THE BOY JSNT KEEN

MUCH...
ON RETURNING BEFeRe ..HE DOSN'T
FINISHING ME WekK EvEniReTa

c'v‘flr\;/EEKS. TURKED 1tT, MONTHY|




AND MONTHS IVTo YEARS |

YoU MIGHT HAVE GuEssg
IT ALREAPY, YOUR FATHER
DOESN'T LIKE You.. .

[T% BEEN 30

LONG,. ..
I'LL SEND HIM
HIS FAVOURITE
DISH TODAY.

'Ll GET
ol RID oF HiM

SOON.
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7. DON'T 6o Back
TO THE VILLAGE
OR HE WILL

THE FATHER SEEKS \;_C<>
FOR HIS SON IN THE y
——

FAR FIELDS.

\! HE'LL RETURN
ONLY AFTER
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HE SAW HIS FATHER COMING WITH A SPEAR.
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THE VO/ICE OF HIS STEPMOTHER ECHOED IN HIM.
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SCARED OF HIS
FATHER, HE RAN [t
BLINDLY ON THE

VILLAGE, OR
HE'LL KILL
You.
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CLIFF EDGES.

AND THE STEPMOTHER'S PLAN
WORKED IN HER FAVOUR.




SI'IIII'I', TIGER & MAN

PSS YRS T =
IAFTER TIGER LEFT FOR WORK..

|\ TO THE FIELD TooAy
To WORK [

ONCE THERE LIVED AN OLD WOMAN WITH 3
SONS KNOWN AS SPIRT, TIGER AND THE MAN.

C | WoNT LET ') A\\
( TWAT HAPPEN ¢ YY),
r Motwer () 3 J)

{1 TNk TiGER WANTS
To EAT ME AFTER

e

FAST| ME \S CoMING
¢ L

SOON AFTER THE MOTHER DIED, SPIRIT AND MAN QUICKLY FINISHED THE
BURNING RITUAL W/THOUT TIGER'S PRESENCE.

)/ MOTHER HASN
SAFELY
DEPARTED NOW,

«| SPIRIT FEARED TIGER
™ WOULD HARM MAN TOO.




ITs TME FOR US To Take

DIFF, PATHS MY BROTHERS. Twus
| HAVE A TEST foR U, IF U BoTH
WISHES TO STAY
\_——-

BOTH HAVE To RusH DOWN THESE Two
PATHS AND ToucH THE BANANA PLANT
THE ONE WHO 1003ES SWAL. DRIFT AWAY
&gﬁ us
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TIGE!

R WAS FASTER
THAN THE MAN...
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...THE SPIRIT KNEW THE MAN IS
NO MATCH TO TIGER.
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| SPIRIT GUIDED THE MAN TO A
| FASTER PATH.

TS Mu?\
YORE DiEF-
CULT THAN |
“THOUGHT. ...

| TIGER WAS GIVEN THE |-
X ROUGH PATH. g
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(-:Efs\, I'M ALMOST

THERE ....
CaN Wil THIS

TIGER WAS CLOSER TO THE FINISH. SPIRIT
WAS STANDING TO WELCOME THE W/NNER.

BUT BEFORE TIGER'S HANDS, AN
ARROW HIT THE TREE.

THE MAN USED HIS BRAIN
AND THUS WON THE TEST
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S TAKE THIS ... TT
COME IN HANDY




\TS NoT FAIR You WERE
PrnAL TowaRbs WIM . TF
THiS WAD GEEN D EC\DED
BEFORE WAND, Mou
COULD WAVE saip Mg

DONT CALL ME BRoTHER
AND Don'tT EVER PuT
YouR UARD DOWN IN

TIGER LEFT TO STAY IN THE
FOREST FOREVER.

MaNn T
HAVE To Keep
AN BYE ON QuTH
FOREST AND s 2
VILLAGE | To J : !
ENSURE No HARM

COMES 1o You

| WALL ALWAYS BE THERE WITH You
INVOKE ME AND T WL QE THERE
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SPIRIT STARTED TO BECOME THIN A/R..

" | ..UNTIL ONLY HIS VO/CE COULD BE HEARD. |J
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END
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TWO BROTHERS

\ I ONCE IN A FOREST LIVED 2 ORPHANED BROTHERS. I

THE ELDER ONE MARRIED...

.BUT THE WOMAN WAS V/ICIOUS.

SHE WANTED TO GET R/D OF
THE YOUNGER BROTHER.
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SCARED TO LOSE HIS WIFE, HE ABANDONED
HIS LITTLE BROTHER IN THE FOREST.

.BUT HIS LITLLE FEET WERE T/RED
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ITHE EAGLE'S NEST WAS HIGH.r
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HE RECOGNISED HIS
POOR ELDER BROTHER
BY HIS LOCKET/
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y’“ an Jhy with us as /ony as you want

REVEALING HIMSELF. 7 S—
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BUT HE WELCOMED THEM WITHOUT -
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BUT THE POOR WOMAN WAS V/ICIOUS AS BEFORE AND
SOONER SHE STARTED PICKING FAULTS AND FIGHTS.

\—/I THE YOUNGER BROTHER FINALLY REVEALED HIMSELF... I\
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with wild dogs. The

love shck
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altack

C M
Y S = ;
) "’A QGR =
VAR
e

Yice Thvo-d 'H:crr,

L

e

THE POOR BROTHER REALISING
HIS S/N BROKE UP V/lT"H HIS WIFE.

~
CI should have ncver Listenecl 1o you
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THE WIFE
IGNORED
AND ATE
1 THE RICE

AND

BECAME

THE DOGS'
MEAL...
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THE POOR (S8 A
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BROTHER 7
LIVED 2t s

SAFELY TO
SEE HIS 3 6>
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END
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